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THE NEW MUSEUM OF ART, TOLEDO, OHIO 



Opening of the Toledo 
Museum of Art 



THE new Toledo Museum of Art will 
be formally opened with proper ex- 
ercises and an inaugural, exhibition 
on or about January 17th. The new build- 
ing which was designed by architects, Green 
& Wicks, of Buffalo, and H. W. Wachter, 
of Toledo, is of white marble, the style 
being Greek Ionic of the Periclean period. 
The building has a frontage of two hun- 
dred feet and is located in the heart of the 
city in a beautiful park known as Scott 
Place, where it stands enbowered in a 
majestic grove of forest oaks. 

In front of the building extends a broad 
terrace of granite and marble, three hun- 
dred feet wide and two hundred feet deep, 



which includes a large fountain and pool. 
This terrace leads to the entrance and the 
main floor which contains the sculpture 
court, twelve large exhibition galleries, a 
free reference library, capable of housing 
five thousand volumes, the business offices 
and the hemicycle or auditorium, which will 
seat four hundred people. 

The sculpture court, sixty-six by sixty- 
four feet in size, is constructed of Indiana 
limestone and is supported by eighteen 
monolithic columns. The larger galleries 
are forty by sixty-two feet, in size. The 
lighting arrangement of the galleries is as 
nearly perfect as possible, all the lighting 
fixtures being concealed from view. In 
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every particular the building is absolutely 
fireproof. 

In addition to the main floor, there is a 
ground floor which is hidden by the terrace. 
This ground floor contains eight large ex- 
hibition rooms, together with club rooms, 
workshops, receiving, packing and storage 
rooms. 

The building and grounds represent an 
expenditure of four hundred thousand dol- 
lars. One-half of this amount was the gift 
of the president of the museum, Mr. Ed- 
ward Drummond Libbey. The remainder 
was secured by pdpfaiar subscription,, in 
sums ranging from ten cents to ten thou- 
sand dollars. All classes of citizens con- 
tributed, the merchants, the bankers, the 
school children, the members of j women's 
clubs, the factory girls, artists, students, 
photographers and even the members of 
the various colored churches. Ownership 
in the museum and consequent interest is 
far-reaching. It is an institution of the 
people, erected and maintained by them, 
without municipal aid. 

The museum will be opened absolutely 
free from debt. It will be supported by 
some twelve hundred members, paying an- 
nual dues of various sums according to the 
membership classification. The Museum of 
Art was organized in 1901 and started with 
one hundred and twenty members, each 
paying ten dollars a year. A large old- 
fashioned residence was rented and the up- 
per floors were converted into galleries. 
Transient exhibitions were the only attrac- 
tions inasmuch as the museum had no per- 
manent collections. Mr. Edward Drum- 
mond Libbey was the first president and 
Almon C. Whiting was the director. 
George W. Stevens, the present director, 
succeeded Mr. Whiting in 1903. At that 
time the museum possessed a desk, six office 
chairs, one painting and a mummy cat. 

What the institution lacked in the way of 
collections was made up in other directions. 
Art study clubs, evening life classes, week- 
ly drawing classes and a camera club were 



organized. Talks were given daily in the 
galleries. Arrangements were made to 
bring groups of school children to the 
museum every day, where they listened to 
short talks on the exhibitions hanging at 
the time, or on other subjects suggested by 
their teachers. 

As time went on, wings were thrown out 
on either side of the building, providing 
four additional exhibition galleries in which 
were shown collections which gradually ac- 
cumulated. In 1909, when the old building 
was found to be far too small, President 
Libbey offered to give fifty thousand dol- 
lars towards a new building if a- like sum 
would be subscribed by citizens, which 
amount was soon secured. Mr. Libbey 
then gave also the beautiful park known 
as Scott Place, the present site of the new 
building and, later in 1910 and 191 1, to- 
gether with other trustees and citizens, sub- 
scribed the funds necessary to complete the 
building and .its* approaches. 

The opening exhibition will be one of the 
most important ever brought together in 
the United States. All the great private 
collections in the country will contribute, as 
well as the various museums of art, and 
many important works will be sent from 
Europe. 

The exhibition of sculpture will be under 
the direction and in charge of the National 
Sculpture Society. The feature of the in- 
augural exhibit will, of course, be the col- 
lection of work by American artists. All 
the great men of the past and present will 
be adequately represented by their most * 
important examples. 

The present officers of the Toledo Mu- 
seum of Art are : President, Edward Drum- 
mond Libbey ; vice president, William Har- 
dee ; .treasurer, Isaac E. Knisely ; director, 
George W. Stevens. 

The special aim of the new museum will 
be to bring together a permanent collection 
of the best in American art. Its collections 
will also include' departments of prints, 
ceramics, textils, Oriental and Egyptian art. 



